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Accessible, topical and state-of-the art, Disrupted Cities will 

be required reading for anyone interested in the intersections 

of technology, security and urban life as we plunge headlong 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳƛƴǘŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ōƭŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

cutting-edge theory with visceral events means that it will be 

particularly useful for illuminating urban courses within 

geography, sociology, planning, anthropology, political 

science, public policy, architecture and technology studies. 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƎǊƛŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŦŀƛƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΣ 

paradoxically, at their most visible.  The first book to peer into such infrastructure collapses, Disrupted Cities 

explores  Hurricane Katrina,  the SARS outbreak,  the great blackout across North Eastern US in 2003, and many 

other infrastructure disruptions, as a means of peering into the politics of contemporary urban life.  For this title 

Graham brings together leading researchers from geography, political science, sociology, public policy and 

technology. 
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"With a razor-sharp blade, this remarkable book cuts through the tangled skein of infrastructure that knots the city ς and 

the planet ς together.  By looking at these networks in failure mode, Stephen Graham and his collaborators demonstrate 

with scary precision the ways in which such "invisible" webs not simply service but regulate - and too often destroy - the 

lives that depend on them."τMichael Sorkin, Architecture and Urban Design, City College of New York 
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